Divergent six-week unit Calendar

Week 1

Monday: In class: Activity 1: Break students into group and have them discuss what the world will be like in 100 years. Activity 2: Regroup class and discuss/define science fiction and dystopian novels. Activity 3: Read aloud chapters 1-4 (popcorn reading method).  

Homework: Mini Essay: Students must write a minimum of one paragraph for each  prompt:

1. Which faction would you choose and why?

2. Identify some potential problems with this dystopian world.

Tuesday: In class: Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing. Activity 2: Faction Worksheet on the characteristics of each faction: What sets each faction apart? Thoughts on the Aptitude Test. Activity 3: Group discussion on the Aptitude Test. Why do you think being Divergent is dangerous? What is so jarring about Beatrice’s encounter with the factionless man?

Homework: Read chapters 5-6

Wednesday: In class: Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing. Activity 2: Small Groups-Discuss Beatrice’s and Caleb’s faction choices. Was there foreshadowing of Caleb’s choice? Activity 3: Prepare for mock Choosing Ceremony-students will recreate the symbols for each faction (i.e.-fire for Dauntless, stones for Abnegation)

Homework: Finish symbols 

Thursday: In class: Activity 1: Bell ringer-have students begin set up for mock Choosing Ceremony. Activity 2: Mock Choosing Ceremony-students will choose their faction and explain why they choose said faction. Activity 3: Discuss the symbols used in the Ceremony for each faction. 

Homework: Chapters 7-8

Friday: In class: Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing. Activity 2: Discuss why Beatrice chose to “change” her name. Discuss separation of faction-born initiates and faction-transfer initiates. Do the faction-born initiates have an advantage? Does separating the two give the faction-born initiates an advantage? Discuss the importance of Tris’ tattoos.   

Homework: Study for test   

Week 2

Monday: In class: Test over Chapters 1-8  

Homework: Chapters 9-11

Tuesday: In class: Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing. Activity 2: Compare and contrast Eric and Four. Activity 3: Discussion on Christina’s punishment. What is the significance of Tris’ and Peter’s fight? Why was it important that Tris leave the Medical Area to return to the dormitory?

Homework: Assign Creative Prompt 1 (CP 1)
Wednesday: In class: Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing. Activity 2: Read aloud chapters 12-15

Homework: CP 1 and study for test 

Thursday: In class: Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing. Activity 2: Discuss game of capture the flag. Why did Four listen to Tris instead of the others and insist on climbing the Ferris Wheel with her? Discuss scene where Christina takes the flag instead of Tris. How would you feel if you were Christina/Tris? Discuss knife throwing event. Discuss visiting day and what we learn about Tris’ mom. 

Homework: CP 1 and study for test 

Friday: In class: Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing Activity 2: Finish discussions for previous day. Activity 3: Read aloud chapters 16-17. Activity 4: Discuss Peter’s attack on Edward. Discuss Tris’ field trip with the Dauntless-born.  

Homework: CP 1 and study for test  

Week 3 

Monday: In class: Creative Prompt 1 due. Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing. Activity 2: Read aloud chapters 18-19. Activity 3: Discuss Tris’ fears (what they symbolize) and her reaction to the simulation serum. Why does Christina have to help Tris look more Dauntless? What is the significance of outward appearance?

Homework: Study for test 

Tuesday: In class: Test 2 over chapters 9-19. 

Homework: Chapters 20-24

Wednesday: In class: Activity 1: Bell ringer-Define Divergence (length: one paragraph). Activity 2: Class discussion on the attack on Tris, Four’s rescue, Al’s death, and the love story between Tris and Four. 

Homework: Chapters 25-28

Thursday: In class: Assign Traditional Prompt 1. Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing. Activity 2: Small groups- discuss identity and relationships: discuss Tris’ identity as a Dauntless initiate and as a member of Abnegation. Gives physical examples of Tris’ two identities (i.e.-clothes, tattoos, hair, attitude). Discuss how her identity clashes with her friends’. Activity 3: Class discussion of Four’s fears. The significance of the number of Four’s fears. What fears would you have? Discuss the different ways of being divergent. 

Homework: Traditional Prompt 1 (TP 1)
Friday: In class: In class: Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing. Activity 2: Read aloud chapters 29-32. Activity 3: Discuss the fear simulation: including the number of Tris’ and Fours’ fears compared to others. Discuss the rankings. Discuss Tris and Four’s relationship. Why is Four cold and indifferent toward Tris while in mixed company?

Homework: TP 1 and study for test 

Week 4

Monday: In class: Test 3 over chapters 19-32.

Homework: TP 1
Tuesday: In class: Traditional Prompt 1 due. Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing. Activity 2: Finish discussion from previous class. Activity 3: Read aloud chapters 33-34. Activity 4: If time, begin discussion on The Attack.

Homework: No homework. Come prepared for discussion.

Wednesday: Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing. Activity 2: Discussion Day-finish discussion on The Attack. Activity 3: Small groups discuss foreshadowing. 

Homework: Chapters 35-36 
Thursday: In class: Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing. Activity 2: Discuss the importance of Tris’ mother’s sacrifice. Discuss Will’s death. Discuss the Prior family reunion. 
Homework: Chapters 37-39
Friday: In class: Assign Group Presentations. Activity 1: Bell ringer-5 minutes of reflection writing. Activity 2: Discuss Andrew Prior’s sacrifice and bravery. Discuss Tobias’ fight with the simulation. Finish discussion on the book. Activity 3: Review for test. 
Homework: Study for test 
Week 5 

Monday: In class: Test 4 over chapters 33-39. Activity 2: Work on Group Presentations. 
Homework: Group Presentations 
Tuesday: In class: Activity 1: Work on Group Presentations 
Homework: Group Presentations
Wednesday: In class: Activity 1: Work on Group Presentations. Activity 2: Group 1 presents.
Homework: Group Presentations
Thursday: In class: Activity 1: Groups 2 and 3 present.
Homework: Group Presentations/ No Homework
Friday: In class: Activity 1: Groups 4 and 5 present. Assign Traditional Prompt 2.  
Homework: Traditional Prompt 2 (TP 2)
Week 6

Monday: In class: Activity 1: Worksheet on similarities and differences of dystopias and utopias. Activity 2: Small groups- define and discuss censorship. Activity 3: Class discussion on censorship. Activity 4: Final thoughts on Divergent (i.e. likes and dislikes). 
Homework: TP 2 
Tuesday: In class: Watch Divergent movie
Homework: TP 2
Wednesday: In class: Watch Divergent movie
Homework: TP 2
Thursday: In class: Watch Divergent movie
Homework: TP 2
Friday: In class: Traditional Prompt 2 due. Activity 1: Discussion and analysis of the book and the movie. What was similar? What was different? Why do you think they changed certain scenes? Activity 2: Opinion Poll: Did you like the book or movie better? Is the book worth keeping in future classroom curricula?
*Students will complete a KWL chart for each class discussion. 
